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Office:  (213) 622-1155

Email:  info@latutors123.com
Web:  http://www.latutors123.com
	CSET Writing Skills
Course Syllabus

June, 2010

Instructor: Tara T.
Location:  William H. Hannon Library




Overview

All classes will be held at the Hannon Library located on the Loyola Marymount Campus.  Upon arrival, course packets will be distributed to the students.  These packets will contain course materials and homework assignments.  Students are expected to have completed assigned diagnostic tests prior to the first class.

Classes
Intro & 
Writing Skills
Wednesday, July 7th (6:30-9:30pm)

William H. Hannon Library (Room 203)

Prepare for Test Day &

Writing Skills (Optional & Subject to Change)
Friday, July 9th (6:30-9:30pm)

William H. Hannon Library (Room 203)

CSET Breakdown: Writing Skills
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Overview

CSET: Writing Skills is a single test that can only be used in combination with CSET: Multiple Subjects to satisfy the basic skills requirement. It consists of two constructed-response questions.  If you have already taken and passed the CBEST, there is no need to take the CSET:  Writing Skills to pass basic skills required by the State of California.  This is very similar to the CBEST:  Essay.
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Passing & Scoring

Because the scores are graded on a holistic method, there is no absolute way score a practice test. 
· You receive your official score six weeks after taking the test.

· Essay questions are graded on a four point scale, 0-3.

· A Rule of Thumb is you need a “2” or “3” on Essay questions to pass.
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Timing

Each testing session is five hours in length.  
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Test Taking Strategies
Test taking strategies are by far the quickest way to improve your score in the least amount of time.  Throughout this course your instructor will introduce you to several strategies.  Please keep track of the strategies taught, and the example problems from your diagnostic test used.
Strategy



Problem #
· _________________

________________
· _________________

________________

· _________________

________________

· _________________

________________

· _________________

________________

· _________________

________________

· _________________

________________
CSET: Prepare for Test Day
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The Day Before the Test: Checklist

· Eat a balanced, nutrition rich diet the day before and on test day.
· Get a good night’s rest.  Avoid last minute cramming.

· Memorize and print directions to the test center.

· Set your alarm clock.

· Visit the test center the day before, to avoid getting lost on test day.
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What to Bring to the Test Site: Checklist
· Your Admission Ticket

· Several sharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers (no pens); pencils will not be supplied at the test site.

· Proper identification such as a Drivers License or Passport (see Appendix)

· Pack a few snacks and drinks.  Keep them light and healthy.

Appendix

Identification Policy

You must bring to the test administration a current, government-issued identification printed in English, in the name in which you registered, bearing your photograph and signature. Copies will not be accepted.

Acceptable forms of government-issued identification include photo-bearing driver's licenses and passports. The Department of Motor Vehicles provides acceptable photo-bearing identification cards for individuals who do not have a driver's license.

Unacceptable forms of government-issued identification include student and employee identification cards, social security cards, draft classification cards, and credit cards. If you have any questions regarding acceptable photographic identification, call Evaluation Systems before the test date.

If the name on your identification differs from the name in which you are registered, you must bring official verification of the change (e.g., marriage certificate, court order).

If you do not have proper identification as described above, you must report directly to the Information Table at your test site; complete a personal identification information form, which includes providing a thumbprint; and certify, under penalty of perjury, that you are the person you purport to be. Your official score report will not be released unless you present the proper identification as described above no later than 13 calendar days after the test date. In addition, you will not be able to access your unofficial scores online. Instructions for providing proper identification after the test date will be provided at the test site. If you do not provide documentation of your identification within 13 calendar days after the test date, your scores will be permanently voided and will not be reported to you, to the CTC, or to any institution.

As part of the identity verification process, your thumbprint will be taken at the test site. Thumbprints will be used only for the purpose of identity verification. If you do not provide a thumbprint, you will not be allowed to test and you will not receive a refund or credit of any kind. Note that a thumbprint provided at the test administration does not fulfill the fingerprint requirement for California certification.
